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fntroduction

This policy wos originolly drofted by school Stoff Teom during plonnin! meetings ond using

the NCCA Assessment in the Primary Schoolguidelines to inform us on how best to fulf ill

Section 22 of the Educotion Act. A bolonced combinotion of Assessment f or Learning ond

Assessment of Learning will be used to support ossessment of children's progress ond

achievement ond to extend ond enrich their leorning.

Policy Rotionole:

The core of the policy is thot oll children should experience success ot school. This policy

endeovours to identify ot the eorliest possible opportunity, children who moy hove leorning

difficulties ond put in ploce o school response to their needs. An effeclive ossessment

policy is centrol to this core objective.

Aims ond Objectives:

The primory oims/objectives of the policy ore;

To focilitote improved pupil leorning ond outcomes

1. To identify children who ore experiencrng diff iculty/ond those who ore high

ochievers with their learning ond to put on oppropriote resPonse in ploce for them

2. To create o procedure for monitoring ochievement

3. To trock leorning processes which ossist the long ond short tarm plonning of
teochers

4. To ossist teochers in the reporting of children's strengths ond weoknesses to
porents

Principles
1. Coreful thought is given to the purpose of ossessment, odopting o wide range of

methods to reflect the whole Curriculum ond leorning opportunities. The moin purpose

of ossessment must beto focilitote P?ogtess in o pupils'leorning.

2. Assessment is on integrol port of the teoching ond leorning Process, o voluoble

formotive tool.



3. The range of opportunities for corrying out continuous ossessment is increosed by

good clossroom orgonizotion, which encouroges children to work independenlly

while the feacher is concentroting on o smoll grouP.

4. The outcomes of assessment modify our teoching methods, provide feedback on the
Curriculum os wall os indicote pupil progress.

5. We recognize the potentiol for ossessment in developing o positive self -image in the
pupil from positive ond constructive feedback ond the feeling of success, which

encourages f urther study.

6. Results of ossessm ent ore reported in o woy usef ul for pupils, teochers, porents ond

other int erest ed porties.

7. Assessment records must be eosy to interpret, useful, monogeoble ond should be

eosily occessible.

Policy Content:

This policy is geared towards using ossessment to inform plonning ond identify the needs

of oll pupils, including the exceptionolly gifted so thot odeguote strotegies ore put in ploce

early enough to focilitote progress. These strategies moy include pupil self ossessment,

pupil profiling, two woy communicotion between porents ond teochers, modificotion of

teacher progrommes ond Student Support Plons. See olso SEN Policy.

The two principle opproaches to ossessment are

Assessment For Learning (AFL)

Assessment for leorning seeks to identify the next steps needed to moke progress. It
tokes into considerotion pupils' strengths ond weoknesses. It enobles continuous

reflection on whot pupils know and whot they need lo leorn next. ft olso promotes

immediote intervention ond enables teachers to meet theneeds of individuol children more

eff ectively.



Assessment f or Leorning include

T eacher Obsenvotio n, T eocher Quest ion i ng

Check Lists

Conferencing,

Self -ossessmenf , P eer assessment

Thumbs up, Thumbs down

Emojis

Two Stors ond o wish

Homework ossignments

Work Somples

Porentol feedback or observotions

Teocher designed Tosks ond Tests,

Work Presented

Concept mopping - bosic methods for children e.g draw o picture of whot they think of

when they hear the word oirport etc.

Assessment of Learning (AoL).

Assessment of Learning provides o summory judgement of whot hos been leorned of o

porticulor point in time. Assessment of leorning compores children to externolly agreed

critario ond stondords. It identif ies gops in pupils' knowledge ond understonding. These

interrelated ond complementory cpprooches emphosise two ospects of ossessment thot qre

centrol to the work of teochers in our school. The teochet usesevidence ononon-going

bosis to inform teoching ond leorning. (AfL). The teocher periodicolly records children's
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progress ond ochievement for the purpose of reporting to porents, teacher ond other

relevont persons.



Assessment of leorning includes

The strotegies above

Stondordised tests

Diognostic tests

Psycho logicol ossessments

These ossessment methods demonstrote the diversity of ossessment methods ovoiloble

ond in use in our school. They include methods which areteocher leod (stondordised

testing) and child- leod (self -ossessment). All curricular oreos ore ossessed using

oppropriote methods.

Completion of Project work
Children complete projects in groups. They present their work to the closs

The teocher recognizes excellence ond indicates the oreos thot need

improvement.

Primory to Secondory
A meeting is held eachyeor with stoff from the locol second-level schools to discuss

pupils' performon ce in their ossessment tests ond to report on individuol pupils. This

meeting is ottended by the sixth class teocher in consultotion with principol.



For pupils leoving the school, up to dote records ore possed on to the principol by the closs

teacher f or f orwarding to the new school - following conf irmotion of enrolment.

Stondordised Testing:

The school odministers Micro T (English) and Sigmo (Moths) to oll clqsses from 1tt

upwords.

The tests ore usuolly odministered in the lost week of May or f irst week of June by closs

teachers ond Speciol Educotion Teom (SET). Stondord, sten ond percentile ronking scores

are recorded on the closs record templote ond stored by eoch individuol teocher with o

copy held in the Principol's office. The Speciol Educotion Teqm (SET), in consultotion wifh
'the Principol onolyse the results in June for ollocotion of resources to pupils in September.

The M.I.S.T is odministered to Senior fnfonts by the SEN teom in Februory or Morch to

identify learning strengths and weoknesses.

Diognostic Assessment:

Diognostic tests ore odministered by the SET following referrol by the Closs teochers in

consultotion with parents/guordions. The odministrotion of such tests is in keeping with

the opprooch recommended by Circulor O2/O5 where o staged opprooch is used by the

individuol closs teochers bef ore recourse to diognostic testing /psychologicol ossessment.

Parents ore provided with test results, odvice intervention is sought from NEPS ond if q

psychologicol ossessment is worronted, porentol permission is sought ond o consent form is

completed. The Principol will focilitote such on ossessment hoppening.

The diognostic tests used in the school include;

Neole Anolysis



Screening

The screening tests used to identify learningstrengfhs ond weoknesses in the school ore;

Belfield Infont Assessment progromme (Junior fnfonts)
Middle Infont Screening Test (MIST)
WRAT TV (Wide Ronge AchievemeHt Test 4)

Jockson phonics

Dolch sight words

DRA

Schonell reading ond spelling tests

Continuum of Support

Screening is used by the school t,
continuum of support ond deporr^jr';'J,:li,^':: 

stased opprooch to inrerveHtion os per

Stage l; Clossroom Support

5to9e 2: School Support

Stoge 3: School Support plus
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i'llrf stoges i ona 2 f ail to deliver odeguote interventio n, ,nlprincipor wi, contoct theporents for permission to seek odvice qnd/or intervention from NEps (NotionorEducotionol Psychologicol service). This odvice wilr derennine the subseguen t rever of

;-rervention' 
bie it a differentialed progromme, in-cross support,or o ,student 

support
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The most common forn of ossessment used in our school is teocher observotio n, teacherdesigned tests' projects ond homework (informol ossessment). These informol ossessmentsare at the discretion of individuol teachers.Records of tests are kept by theteochers ondore communicoted to porents of the Parent-teacher meeting ond the schoor reportissuedot the end of the schoor year. Eoch teacher hos discretion os to the formot,odministrotion ond frequency of in_closs testing.

Files are stored in tfe Principol's office,speciol ed rooms, clossrooms and/or.storedelectronicolly in Aloddin' rni riit"-io, 
"ornpupir 

on Aroddin records stondardis ed testresults ond end of year reports. rnl rile ir'porr"J rrJm t"o.h er to teacher os the chirdProgresses through the system' Procedur es'arein pio." to monage sensitive dofo.
Success Criteria:

This policy is considered success ful if :

Recording

Eorly identificotion ond intervention is ochieved
clarity is ochieved regarding procedures invorved in o stoged opprooch
Procedures are crear, with rores ond responsibi rities defined
The specior Educotion teom have crearry definedrores ond objectives
There is efficient tronsfer of informo tion between teachers
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Roles ond Responsibilities:

ffi::trli:ffiX1';:'ffi:'ji,I;.;:'ure thor oil tosks ond duties in this poticy are

The s'E'N posf holder will co- ordinote stondordis ed testingwithin the schoor.rt is the responsibility of the closs teacher to set in troin stagedinterventions ot crosslevel' At stoge 2' the responsibi lities areshored with the Speciol Educotion Teom. The:;;:T';ilff1;ffIfl::j^" continuum or,,oo",", ond ossumes o primo ry roteat
ond the tines orcommunicotion must ;:ffi:'rz;::i';:d' Porents hove o rore or or ,roe",

Reporting

rnforrnotion in relotion to the ossess nent ofchildren will beroutinely reported
Informotion will be communicoted fo porents through;_

P ar ent t eacher rneetings.
End of year reports.

;li:$:'sed 
tests are reported through the end of yearreporrs in crosses from

Parenls are encouraged to contoct the school if ony nore inf onnotion is reguired

1
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Rotificotion & Communication:

This policy wos reviewedby Stoff & Parents.

This policy wos rotified by the Boord of Monogement on O4/O2/2O25 ond communicoted to
porents thereofter.

Review Timetoble:

This policy will be reviewed in 2 years time ond omended os necessory by meons of o whole

school colloborotive process.

Referencesz

NCCA Assessment in the Primory School

DES Circular 02/05 - 24/03

DES Leorning Support Guidehnes 2000

Special Educqtionol Needs - A Continuum of Support

ffil-
of Boord of Monogement)

Signed



, Appendix A

Subject Specific Assessment per class

Literacy

Oral Language(Station teaching)_ teacher observation
The26 sounds- checked all arong at christmas, February Mid-term,
Easter and Summer

Jolly Phonics Tricky Words- First 20

cvc reading check at christmas, February Mid Term, Easter and

BIAP- on selected children in MaylJune, administered

Summer

by SET

Literacy:

Numeracy

Formation of numbers from 0_5

Counting up to l0
Assessments at christmas, February Mid-Term, Easter and summer-
completed by class teacher and SET

Making Sets up to 5

Gaeilge

Teacher designed tasks & tests at christmas, Easter & summer

Teacher Observation

SESE

Art
PE

Music & Drama

SPHE

Teacher Observation

ril lt,lril,i, ',1 tllln'1;,.



Senior Infants

Literacy

Running Record- pM Benchmarking Kit to be administered by SET
team, last week in october, end of Janu ary/February (post LLo) and
in June in preparation for LLO in 1,,class.

Dictation of simple cvc words and sentences

42 letter sounds-termly

Letter formation

PAT:CVC words-dictation sentences weekly
MISI March

DrumcondraEarly Literacy Test_ May
Tricky Words-termly

Jolly Phonics Sounds-termly

Tricky Words( yellow and Red)-see attached list -80 words

Numeracy

Drumcondr a Early Numeracy Test

Teacher Observation

Teacher designed tasks

Assessments at Halloween, Christmas & Easter

Gaeilge Teacher Observation

Teacher designed tasks

SESE

Art
PE

Music & Drama

SPHE

Teacher Observation

Teacher designed tasks



Literacy

Termly test at Midterm, Christmas,

Running records (post LLO)

Questioning and Observation

Peer feedback

Self Evaluation

Micra-T standardised test in May

basedSpellings on &sounds high wordsfrequency weekly

Easter and Summer

Numeracy

Termly test at Midterm, Christmas, Easter and Summer
Questioning & Observation

Completion of written tasks

Ballard Westwood Tables test (termly)
Sigma T standardised test in May

Tables(+,-)test weekly

Gaeilge

Completion of tasks in Abair Liom

Questioning

Observation

SESE

Art
PE

Music & Drama

SPHE

Completion of activities

Self Evaluation
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Literacy

Schonell Reading Tesr Sept & May/June
Spellings based on phonics (weekly)
Teacher Observation

Work Samples

Termly assessment at Christmas, Easter and Summer
Micra T standardised test in May

Record-Running PM Kit to be administered SETbyteam &Sept April

Questioning

Termly assessment at Christmas, Easter and Summer
Teacher designed tasks after each topic is completed
Teacher Observation

Ballard Westwood Tables Test (termly)
Sigma-T in May

Mental Maths weekly assessment

Gaeilge Litriri gach seachtaine

Easter and Summer
Termly assessment at Christmas,

SESE

Art
PE

Music & Drama
SPHE

Teacher Observation

Self- Evaluation

KWL charts

Proj ectlposter pres entation

Teacher desrgned hsks
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Literacy

Teacher Observation

Work Samples

Questioning

Conferencing for AFL and AOL
Raz Kids euiz
Teacher Child conference

Writing portfolio_scrapbook

Weekly
0

R Records-unnmg PM Benchmar tKiking
testspelling I(Spell

Micra T Test in May
Num eracy

Ballard Westwood,

work Sampre 
rables test (termlY)

Checklisrs

Rubrics

Sigma T test in May

Teacher designed tasks
Teacher observation

Mental Maths test weekly

Gaeilge

Abair Liom E Measrinri _Leathanach
Measrinaithe

Triail Litrithe

Work Samples

Teacher Observati on
Weekly Spellings rest

SESE

Art
Teacher designed tasks
Art Portfolios

KWL Charrs



Music & Drama
SPHE

PE

Event sampling for p.E.

Concept mapping for AFL and AOL
Kahoot

Poster presentations

Peer Review

Literacy

Weekly spelling test (Spell It)
Teacher Observatio

con rerenc ing and ;:::,:::',::T'*
Teacher designed tasks

Self Assessment in
refl edion 

""0 
. o"*:::1:t*it"ttts 

(us ing writing check li srs, s el f
Micra T test in May

Self thumbs up/down/side &) self reflecti onAuthor ts Chair (2 stars & I wlsh)
Work ofamples writing geffes

Numeracy

Teacher observation_ holding up whiteboards
Questioning

Tables Tesr Weekly

Mental Maths Weekly Test
Ballard Westwood Tables test (termly)

Self thumbs toupldown sthe ide forchecking
,mentalunderstanding

maths
aaAScorrected whole class, Fix rt & Tickt"

lithuri{il h (Cl_hrxr
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Teacher designed assessment at the end of each topic
Sigma T Test in May

Termly Assessment at Mid Term, Christmas, Easter & Summer

Gaeilge

Grammar assessments

Breathn6ireacht an mhirinteoir

Tascanna agus scrudaithe 6n mhuinteoir
Sampla Oibre

F6in Mheasrinri

Ceistiri

Firici Curaclam

Weekly spelling test -Fuaimeanna & Focal

SESE

Art
PE

Music & Drama

SPHE

-Independent art work & teacher observation, work samples
-Swimming Assessment (U.L) Teacher observation
-Teacher observation, questioning, class discussions, conferencing
and teacher designed tasks

-Project Work, Teacher Observation, KWL Charts

Literacy

Termly comprehension test

Self Evaluation- checklist

Teacher observation & questioning

Micra-T in May

Weekly Spellings test



Numeracy

Assessment each ter

Barard westwood,* 
on chapters compreted

sigma T in May 
rables test (termlY)

Weekly Tables test

Weekly maths test

Completion of written tasks

Gaeilge

Teacher observation and teacher designed tasks

Termly Assessment

Weekly spelling test

Completion of tasks

SESE

Art
PE

Music & Drama
SPHE

Table euiz Monthly
End of Chapter written test
Self Evaluation

KWL Charrs

Teacher Observation

Literacy Weekly spelli ng resr (Spell It)

,S-Tl.:(ilii CJtrrxr



Self-Evaluation

Teacher Observati on/questioning
Micra-T in May each year

Reading activities

irrlumeracy

Completion of written tasks
Term assessments (Busy at Maths)
Ballard Westwood,

sigma-T in May 
Tables test (termly)

Chapter tests (Busy at Maths)

Gaeilge

Scrudri B6il (At the end of some chapters)

Wekly spell testrng don(Am L6amh)
Completion of tasks

Teacher observation

SESE

Art
PE

Music & Drama
SPHE

KWL charts

Completion of activities
Teacher Observadon/questioning

Self-Evaluation


