Newport Convent Primary School

NEWPORT CONVENT

Creid lonat Féin

Roll number:04067F

Homework Policy



Introductory Statement and Rationale

aims to provide clarity for teachers, parents and pupils regarding the purpose of
homework and the expectations, at each class level.

Homework fosters independence, self-reliance, self-esteem, CO-operation, responsibility
and lifelong learning. It is an essentia] part of primary education as it reinforces what
children learn in school. It provides a link between teacher and parent and encourages
parental involvement in their child’s education.

the best of his/her ability. However, there are also times when homework will require a
parent to “work with” their child to complete a task. It is normally prepared by the
teacher in class. It can be used to practice what is done in school or can be designed to
challenge children’s ability and provide Opportunities for creativity,
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To reinforce the work being done in the classroom.

To link the learning of the child to the home.

To inform parents of the work going in the school.

To provide an Opportunity for parents to take an active part in their child’s
education.

To enable parents to support the work of the school.
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» Homework is usually given Monday-Thursday.
» Sometimes the class teacher or principal may give no homework as a treat or as
an acknowledgement of some special occasion.

that were to be learnt,

» Parents should provide their children with a suitable place and time to do
homework. Distractions like T.V. should be kept to a minimum.

» Children should do written homework themselves, and parents should only help

» Ideally teachers like to correct homework daily. However, this may not always be
possible. Some items of homework may be checked by children themselves



under direction of the teacher. This can be a usefu] part of the learning process
for children.
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The following times are guidelines for time spentat homework. Different children will
complete the same homework in different lengths of time. Time spent will vary from
day to day and from the beginning to the end of the school year. It is important to
remember that it is the quality not the quantity of homework that matters.

The following are general guidelines only:

Junior Infants up to 10 minutes
Senior Infants up to 20 minutes
Rang 1 up to 30 minutes
Rang 2 up to 30 minutes
Rang 3 up to 40 minutes
Rang 4 up to 40 minutes
Rang 5 up to 1 hour

Rang 6 up to 1 hour

* Itisimportant to note that these are suggested target times. In practice, the time
taken will depend on the individual child. Please consult with your child’s class
teacher if you have a query/concern in this regard.

* Ifachild has spent the recommended time working on homework, parents may
“sign off” if they feel the work assigned is too difficult or taking too much time,

* Homework may be differentiated for pupils with learning needs and for those
with exceptional ability. Homework may be assigned by both the class teacher
and/or learning Support teacher following collaboration between them and the
parent.

Pupils should:

* Ensure they take home relevant books and copies
* Complete homework assignments to the best of thejr ability
* Present written homework nea tly



Parents/Guardians should:

materials to hand.
* Agree a suitable time for doing homework, being aware of age, the need for

blaytime, relaxation and family time,
o Providing a quiet place, suitable work surface, free from distractions,

interruptions and screens.
* Encourage good presentation and neatness within a reasonable time.

* Communicate difficulties to the teacher using digital platform in use in your
child’s class or written hote,

*  Where appropriate parents/guardians wil] be assisted in understanding the
homework policy and being mindful of any obstacle that language etc. might

Teachers should:

* Sethomework, review assignments and provide feedback to students.
* Monitor homework on aregular basis to help identify pupils with difficulties and
differentiate as necessary.,

What happens when homework is not done?

* Homework should be completed each night. However, the school understands
that at certain times children may have an unusual activity after school that
leaves little time for homework to be completed. For example, due to family
commitments or involvement in a special occasion. In situations like this,
parents should send a message to the class teacher, and their child will be
excused from homework, (This should not happen on a regular basis.) Children



may work ahead on their regular homework (e.g. maths and spellings) to allow
time for after school clubs at the discretion of their parents. Parents should take
responsibility for this as the primary educator of their child o utside of school.
When homework is not done regularly the teacher will contact the
parent/guardian to try to resolye the situation. If the situation continues, then
the matter is brought to the attention ofthe principal who will contact the
parent/guardian and arrange a meeting to discuss how the matter can be
resolved.

Children on holidays or outside the country whell_s_m_gus_gpﬂ

* Weask parents to respect the integrity of the schoo] calendar by not planning
holidays when the school is open. No schoolwork will be given to children going
abroad for holidays during term time.

Time frame for review

This policy was reviewed and updated September 2023.1t will be reviewed every three
years in consultation by teachers, post holders and BOM in consultation with parents
and pupils.
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